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WHAT IS GUTENBERG?

We consider ourselves a big organization or, certainly, one that thinks big. We are a 
team of students that, in the last seven years, has amazed through its results, projects, 
enthusiasm and, last but not least, through its involvement.
Throughout the years of activity, by gaining more and more experience, we have created 
a strategy for the organization’s growth and development, which offers a common 
perspective of everything we undertake. 

Why: 
We want to change the world into a better place, where everyone works and contributes 
consciously to the transformation process.

How: 
We believe in building a sustainable setting, in which the Gutenberg organization wants to 
contribute to the development of a better world, through engagement, projects and education.

What: 
We organize projects for and with the German-speaking youth, on a local, national 
and international level, in order to reach our goal of contributing to the Gutenberg 
community’s development.
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THE GUTENBERG ASSOCIATION

The Gutenberg Association - The German-speaking students’ organization is the 
only student organization in the country whose activity is dedicated to German-
speaking students, in order to support their personal and professional development 
through projects.  Through its values and the ideas it promotes among members 
and participants of the initiated projects, the association is a facilitator of the civil 
society’s development.
The organization’s headquarters is in Cluj-Napoca, but its projects are addressed 
to all German-speaking young people in the country. With a history that started 7 
and a half years ago, during which we have organized over 60 projects for German-
speaking high school and college students, we intend to continue the organization’s 
activity over the next year and, with your help, to grow even more.

As of 2017, due to our wish to deliver even more education among the German-
speaking youth and to get in touch with possible future partners from the private 
sector, but also with important institutions from the German-speaking sector, we 
have decided to extend our team to Bucharest and Timișoara. This way, we will 
manage to offer a greater number of German-speaking young people the opportunity 
to participate actively in the Gutenberg community – a community that intends to be 
an agent of positive change on a national level.
The Gutenberg Bucharest and Gutenberg Timișoara teams will consist of young people 
who are enthusiastic about organizing youth, cultural, entrepreneurial projects in the 
German language, young people who aspire to the Gutenberg values, students at 
different universities with German-taught specialties in Bucharest and Timișoara, 
respectively.
We invite you to support the German-speaking youth’s community, organization and 
activity, on a national level!

NEW OPPORTUNITIES: GUTENBERG @ BUCHAREST, TIMIȘOARA



4

GUTENBERG IN NUMBERS

63 projects organized in seven and a half years, out of which: 24 local // 
29 national // 9 international 

960+ German-speaking high school students, direct 
beneficiaries, participants in the Gutenberg camps 

14500+ young people have interacted with the organization during 
its years of activity 

250+ former or current members of the organization, German-speaking 

22+ Romanian cities visited as a part of the Gutenberg Caravan

25+ high schools visited in Romania, where German is taught as a 
mother tongue or on an intensive level 

11000 printed copies of the Gutenberg Magazine 

850+ hours of workshops as a part of the Gutenberg camps
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5000+ Likes on Gutenberg’s Facebook page 

45+ partner institutions, both in Romania and abroad 

25+ private partner entities, throughout the years of activity 

11 independent initiatives in 10 Romanian cities, under the 
auspices of Gutenberg
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THE GUTENBERG CARAVAN

This project consists of visiting Romanian high schools, in multiple cities, where German 
is taught, either as a mother tongue or as a foreign language, as well as universities and 
institutions from the Romanian German-speaking sector.
This project’s objectives are the promotion of the organization and its projects, the promotion 
of the association’s partners, but also the promotion of the University’s German lines of study.
Additionally, on an international level, multiple institutions from the German-speaking sector 
are visited, in order to form partnerships.

Results of the previous edition: 
17 cities from Romania, Hungary, Austria and Serbia were visited, 
19 institutions from Romania and 13 institutions from abroad were visited, 
2500+ students from approximately 120 classes (grades 9-12) were informed about the 
association’s projects, the German academic study opportunities and the association’s 
partners, 
1500+ students’ and teachers’ e-mail addresses were added to the organization’s newsletter, 
500+ surveys were distributed for the 11th and 12th grade students, in order to find out their 
further education wishes, 
2000+ copies of the Gutenberg Newsletter were distributed to students, teachers and 
institutions from the German-speaking sector, 
200+ promotional posters with the organization’s projects of the current year were distributed.
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THE GUTENBERG SUMMER SCHOOL

The summer school is the organization’s main project and the biggest extracurricular event 
dedicated to the Romanian German-speaking high school students. Young people from all 
around Romania have accepted our invitation to Cluj-Napoca, in order to participate in a varied 
series of project management and personal development workshops, creativity workshops, 
games, simulations and leisure activities.
The project’s goal is the German-speaking young people’s personal development on a national 
level. The project targets the stimulation of creativity and initiative of the German-speaking 
teenagers and the development of knowledge and abilities that are needed in order to coordinate 
and organize their own projects, in the schools and cities they come from.

Results of the previous edition: 
180 students from 36 cities have participated in the project, 
22 individual activities were organized, as part of the project week, 
170+ workshop hours with 8 different topics were offered to the participants, 
4 workshops and presentations were conducted by the association’s annual private partners, 
16 trainers and guests have actively participated in the project’s schedule, 
14 projects were implemented by the participants as a part of the simulation, at the end of the 
project.
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THE GUTENBERG NETWORK

The Gutenberg network concept, on a national level
The Gutenberg association is the basis of a self-development network, a network that promotes 
the values we believe in. This network’s goal is the creation of a change for the better, on a national 
and international level, by promoting project management skills. As part of the Summer School, 
we focus on delivering the tools that are necessary for multiplying the change that we expect 
from the younger generations. Afterward, through the Gutenberg network, we will support projects 
(logistically, financially, but also by transferring know-how tips), in order to sustain a “grassroots” 
type of growth. This will be achieved by promoting project organization skills, as well as local pride 
feelings and ownership. We do not intervene or decide what activities will take place in which 
cities, but will support and aid the Gutenberg initiatives where they arise.

Actual activities
German-speaking young people can apply for 3 types of Gutenberg Association’s licenses:
- Gutenberg Ambassador – person who promotes Gutenberg projects locally, 
- Youth projects – competition for project funding on a local level, 
- Gutenberg youth organization – a team of young people who act as an association on a 
local level, for at least one year.
The activity is planned for a calendar year that follows the structure of a school year – the 
program begins and ends at the Gutenberg Summer School, when the licenses are renewed, 
the knowledge is refreshed and new project and program ideas are gathered

2 0 1 7 - 2 0 1 8 R O M A N I A N AT I O N A L 1 0 0 0
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THE GUTENBERG NETWORK

Active support of the German-speaking youth from Romania:
The logical continuation of the Gutenberg Association’s activity, as a result of the 7 years of 
activity dedicated to the German-speaking youth, translates to the organization’s expansion 
on a national level, by offering young people a series of tools through which they can have a 
real impact on the transformation of the communities they live in

Achieving project management skills and applying these encourages the young participants 
to become active citizens and agents of change in the communities they come from, investing 
time, resources, energy and passion in the organization of multiple local projects.
At the end of 2016, the map of projects initiated under the auspice of Gutenberg, on a national 
level, presented itself in the following way:
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THE GUTENBERG WINTER CAMP

The Gutenberg winter camp is the organization’s second oldest project, dedicated to the 
German-speaking young people from Romania, its main topic being political education – a 
topic that is not explored enough in our country, unfortunately.
We consider that it is necessary for young people to become aware of the importance that 
their involvement carries in the development of the society they come from; we believe that 
they need to adopt a proactive behavior regarding this issue, that they need to be politically 
educated and active.
As a part of the schedule, high school students who have a civic spirit and a wish to get involved 
in the society participate in interactive workshops on topics such as democratic principles, 
public speaking, geopolitics or body language – all these are conducted in the German language. 
Through this project, we intend to promote democratic values and principles among young 
people, offering them a foundation regarding the consolidation of democracy in Romania.

Results of the previous edition: 
60 young participants, from 21 Romanian cities, 
30+  hours of workshops and trainings in German, conducted by 9 trainers, 
a role play with the goal of putting into practice all the knowledge they acquired throughout 
the project week.
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THE GERMAN LANGUAGE CAMP

Being the organization’s most recent project, the German language camp is dedicated to young 
people who speak German on a beginner level. The project originated from the wish to address 
the great need of German-speaking people on the Romanian job market. It is a camp where 
young people can improve their German language knowledge and it is an important, long-term 
support regarding this issue.
The project’s goal is to develop the linguistic abilities of the participant high school students from 
all over the country, as well as to promote the German lines of study. The in-depth learning of 
the German language, the stimulation of young people’s creativity and the breaking of linguistic 
barriers in a productive way are targeted through non-formal methods, interactive activities and 
a relaxed atmosphere.
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GUTENBERG INTERNATIONAL YOUTH ENCOUNTER

The goal of our initiative is to enable the creative German-speaking youth from Europe to 
exchange knowledge. The „International Gutenberg Youth Encounter” is a meeting for German-
speaking European students where they can discuss the recent situation of German-speakers 
in non-German states. They are invited to find positive examples and to develop a long-term 
vision. Through this event we will help the development of the European society and promote 
interculturality and interculturalism.

Expected results:
With the help of this project the Gutenberg Association expects to widen its network of foreign 
contacts (students, universities, associations, etc.) in order to be able to organize international 
projects. Gutenberg plans to gather at least 30 European participants. This event should not 
only provide the knowledge, but also the motivation and the impulse to take home the ideas 
that developed during the project and turn them into a reality that would help bring German-
speaking communities together locally.

J U LY C L U J - N A P O CA I N T E R N AT I O N A L 3 0
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THE GUTENBERG NEWSPAPER AND THE STUDENT’S GUIDE

The idea of the „Gutenberger Zeitung” newspaper originated from the wish to offer young 
German-speaking people, on a local, national and international level, a channel of communication 
created by them, for them, which would only contain the information of interest for this target 
group, from articles about cultural and entertainment events to articles about entrepreneurship 
and internship opportunities and many other subjects that are relevant to young people.
With an online version, as well as a printed version, in a set of at least 3000 copies per year, the 
newspaper reaches German-speaking high school and college students, through the Gutenberg 
Caravan, as well as multiple public and private entities with a German-speaking character, from 
Romania and abroad.

Studentenhandbuch (The German Line of Study Freshman’s Guide) is a brochure with an informative 
character, created each year by the Gutenberg Association and distributed to all the freshmen who 
study at the Babeș-Bolyai University of Cluj-Napoca, at the German line of study. With an attractive 
format and a friendly design, the brochure contains diversified information regarding student life, 
meant to help the “freshman” students to fully get to know and experience the academic, cultural 
and entertainment environment.
For the academic year of 2017-2018, we are planning on extending this initiative to a national 
level, by launching the guide in other university centers around the country, in partnership with the 
universities with German study lines in cities like Bucharest and Timișoara.
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